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Jos hu a XXIII. 8 „ 
Take good Heed therefore unto Your- 


Kae, that Te b the dar 1 1 our 
E Ow an — in this 
Chapter, that Fobra, a long 
Time after the Lo RD had 

1 given Reſt unto aol from all 
their then round about, called for all Nc 
reel, for their Elders, and for their Heads; 
and for their Judges and for their Officers: 
and reminded them, in a very eloquent amd 
affecting Exhortatien used before his Death; 
how 7985 Things Gov had dene for them 
and how, in fetürn fot ſuch Bleffings, they 
ought to Love and Serve the Lord. Ve have 
ſeen ( faid he) all that the Lord/your G oö 
hath done utrto all theſe Nations, becauſe 
of yon <= Ye know in all your Hearts and 
in PA — that not one Thing - 


- hath 
A 2 failed, 


1 : 
failed, of all the good Things which the Lord 
your Go p ſpake concerning you; all are 
come to paſs unto you, and not one Thing 
hath failed thereof. The Uſe they ought 
to make of this Goodneſs of Gop to them, 
he tells them at the 674 Ver. --- Be ye there- 
fore very couragious to keep and to do all 
that is written in the Book of the Law of 
Moſes, that ye turn not aſide. therefrom, to 
the right Hand, or to the left --- but cleave 
unto the Lord your Go p, as ye have done 
unto this Day. And again, in the Text, 
Take good Heed therefore unto: yourſelves, 
or, as the Word is, unto. your as Fa. 4 
e the Lord Your Ben, is 


* if the ut of Gos 90 che 
Iſraelites, whether conſidered as a Nation, 
or as, at that Time, the Profeſſors of the 
only true Religion, were a juſt Ground for 
their loving Him; We alſo; of theſe. King- 
doms are, on both; thoſe; Accounts, under 
the higheſt Obligations to do ſo. No Nation 
hath had More, or more Wonderful, Deli- 
verances, than our gyn; ſince the Times 
wherein God himſelf ruled over the People 
of Ifrael. No Church hath. had more re- 
markable Inſtances of God's watchful Provi- 
dence. over it, Wan thoſe whereby our mo 


l 


4134 ws * 


E . * . 


[s] 
holy Religion hath been often and marvel- 
louſly preſerved to Us; as it Was alſo Origi- 
nally — down to us from Heaven by a 
Deliverer and Redeemer, of whom it was 
the Glory of Jaſbua to have been a Type 
and a Figure, even by our Lord and. Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


| So that, if io our r Gratitude * to Gov mail in 

Pivppeticer to the Bleſſings we haye received 

from him; we ſhould be as holy and reli- 

2 a Cburch and Nation, as ever An 
upon the Face of 756 Earth. 


ns the Sunne Diſcourſe; therefore, I 
will endeavour briefly to rep, 
So. 0 
1. Tu Nature and Obligatims of this 
great and comprehenſive Duty, we Lov- 
di the Lord gur Gen. 7775 


u. ane are dhe PN Ogg a al 
| Hindrances of Men's practiſing this 
Duty, 1 implied in that Caution of the 
Text to towns ew Heed: to blade . 
. And, 71 | 


m. r laſt os 46. the Diſcourſe 
wall gonſiſt of ſome Application of 
what 


I 
| what ſhall have been Hail, to the Joyful 
x | Solemnity of this Day. 


I. To Love the Lord our Gop, n 
to the Seriptural Uſe and Explication of that 
Expreflion, is, out of a deep Senſe and Eſ- 
teem of his Perfections and Goodneſs, to 
pleaſe and obey Him in whatſoever he has 
commanded us. O ye that love the Lord, 
ſaith the inſpired Pſalmiſt, ſee, that ye hate 
the Thing that is Evil. And in like Manner 
our bleſſed Saviour inſtructs us - This is 
the Love of Go p, that ye keep his Com- 
mandments. Never pretend to any Love or 
Gratitude towards Go p, while you continue 
to Do that Which is ſinful, and diſpleaſing 


unto Him. 


MY 


So thas the Love f Gov is 20 merely 
a ſpeculative Notion ; nor an e 
Heat of Fancy or Imagination; 
ſome have deceived themſelves, and per- , 
plexed others, while the have pretended 
to this e Oe wit! thout the —— 


ang whether wen) are infleed poſſeſſed b 
it, or no. But it is a divine Paſſion, ari/ing 
from an inward and affectionate 


. 
Eſteem of the undeſerved Mercies and Good- 
nels of COD; and Evidencing-it's' Reality by 
a Return of all that Duty and Gratitude and 
holy Obedience, which we can any way ren 
ing Rule, in this Caſe; the Tree is known 
by its Fruits. Wherefore, would you eithet 
ſatisfy yourſelves, or convince others, that 
you have indeed the Love of Gen within 
Yau. then, manifeſt it by it's Fruit. nen 
is _ Keeping his Wen | 


iT 4 * Qbligatians. 75 this Duty are mote 
than, can be particularly enumerated, as the 
Excellency of it is fuperlatively great. It has 
it's Foundation in a firm Belief of the Being 
and Providence of God; that he is, and 
that be is a Rewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſeek him, It is H regt benad and in- 
hprovad in us, by a due Obſervatien and Cen- 
fideration of his Wiſdom, Juſtice, Goodneſs 
and Mercy, and the manifold Inſtances there 
of. Which we have happily experienced. It 
is btaught to it's full Perfobtian,, when in a 
grateful Senſe thereof, we live} in all dutiſul 


| Obedience to his Laws. 
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TA E a g of this Duty is | evident 
from our Saviour's tiling it the Firſt and 
Great Commandment. * The Nature of the 


_ Virtue itſelf, the great Object of it, and the 


extenſive and happy Fruits and Effefs of it, 
ſhew, how juſtly he has bellowed e it ſo 
high a Commendation. 


AN p anſtwerable to the Obligations 2 
the Excellency of it, is the Zeal where with 


we are required to purſue it; and the De- 
gree of it, which we ſhould endeavour to 


attain. For, we are required to love the 
Lord our Gop with all our Heart, and with 


| all our Soul, and with all Our 1 and 
with all our Strength. b 


1 E R E, Chriſtians, a your Hotpi- 
neſs ! namely, in Loving Go p, our bleſſed 
Creator, our pe 
ciful Redeemer, and our chief beatific End l 
Which being ſo Reaſonable, ſo Excellent, ſo 
Delightful a Duty, one would think there 
mould be no Need of much Exbortation to 


it: and yet we are ds oh caution' di in the 


a Matt. 22, . b Mar. 12, 30. * e 
Religion, Part 2d, page gth, &c. 


Text 


rpetual Benefactor, our mer- 


p) 


[ 9] 


Text; to taks ; good Head to en tht 
wo full ie , 
mY 110 5 be dt thats are Lins 
Ma ncr⸗ or Ohhaucles, of one Kind dr 
other, Which prevent our loving G b b, | 
1 as in Experience we fihd; in too 
any Inſtances. Such eſpecially are, tho 
g of better Knowledge and Confidera- 
eins; too great an Attachment to, and Im- 
merſiom in, even the lau Bufmeſs and 
Pleaſures of this Life; but above all, a State 
of — and a G %! in 1 


1. Tus fie Hindrance & de Lors af 
Gov; is the want of better Knowhdge of 
Him, and juſter Notions” of his Nature and 
Perfections. Thus, if any have been miſled 
to thitik of Go 5 as an arbitrary and cruol 
— — with his Creatures according 
to his abſolute, ancontroulable Power, arid 

not according to their Behaviour, and the 
. eternal Rules of Juſtice and Mercy ; ſuch 

an Opinion coficerning Gow tends: to deſtroy 
it Men's Minds alt Love towards Hin, 
Go , in his on Nature, and im the con 
fant Repreſentations of this holy Seripturesy 
is the moſt juſt Governour, the moſt boun- 
W_ 8 tiful 


EE r * . ACE” 
— — —¾¼ͤ—— Wc I. —.—.—.—. — — A NE TREE ITN a. 


[ 10 


tiful Benefactor, and the tendereſt Father, f 
all his Creatures. And this a juſt Ground 
and Obligation of our Love and Gratitude 
to Him. We love him (as St. John ſpeaks, 
that great Teacher of divine Love) becauſe 
He firſt loved us. To repreſent the Deity in 
any other Light, is to take away the Ground 
of our Love to Him. 7: 


2. TRE e Want of Obferving ns Confulering 
the various Inſtances of Go D's Goodneſs to 
us, hath a like Tendency to hinder our lov- 


ing Him, as we ought. Therefore the Pro- 


phet aſcribes Man's Ingratitude to his Al- 
mighty Benefactor, to this want of Con/ide- 
ration. The Ox knoweth his Owner, and 
the Aſs his Maſter's Crib : but Vael doth 
not know, my People doth. not confider. b 

For, did we duly remember and meditate 
upon the various Mercies of Gop, conferred 
upon us, or offered and propoſed to us, our 


Hearts woud. be aye e with divine 
' W Co (03. | 


e, for e th great Mercy 
of Gos to us, in the Pardon of our Sins; 
in what Need we ſtand of it, and that we 
are undone without it; and yet how unwor- 


a 1 Joh, 4,19. b Ifai. 1, 3. | 


[II 1 
thy we are to receive it: what it coſt the 
Son of GoD to purchaſe it for us; and how 
much Goodneſs it is that beſtows. it, after 
all our Provocations, Days without Number; 
and you muſt needs conclude it to be very 
juſt and fitting, that they in return ſhould ; 
1 much, to whom ſo ne is Nee 85 


5 a GAIN, Confider the Happineſ — 
for us in Heaven, the Excellent Things that 
are ſpoken of the City of our Gon, and the 
Pleaſures at his right Hand for evermore: 
think, if you can, what it is to rejoice in 
the Joy of His Countenance; to partake of 
his loving Kindneſs, which is better than 
Life itſelf : what it is to be free from all 
Trouble and Sickneſs, and Death, and Sin; 
to ſee Go p, and to be happy with him for 
ever: that Chriſt camè down from Heaven, 
and died upon the Croſs, to procure this 
great Salvation for us; that he aroſe from 
the Dead, to aſſure us of it; that he aſcend - 
ed into Heaven, and to his Father's Houſe, 
there to prepare Manſions of Bliſs for us: 
Belicve theſe Things in your Hearts, and rbh¹ννẽm 
on them often, with attentive Minds; and, 
while you are thus muſing, the Fire TW 
ful Love will . in ne Soul. | 


Bz LIT 


[ x2 ] 

LET us con/ider likewiſe the many tom 
foral Bleſſings vouchſafed by G o p's good 
Providence to this Church — Nation, and 
particularly: the great Deliverance of this 

the Zvils we were delivered from: 

the Hoppineſs we are reinſtated: in; the un- 
expected and ſurprizing Meant whereby it 
was brought to pals ; the ſtrange reconciling, 
or over-ruling, ſa many divided and jarring 
Partics, to the compleating this great Event; 
and we ſhall of Neceſſity acknowledge, that 
Gaop's Hand hath done it. And acknow- 
ledging this, we ſhall, ſurely, in grateful and 
folema Manner, as we do this Day, return 
unta Go D tha Ge Tribute of our Lows * 
Bale. 


3. "Fa T, another Wade af our Save 
ing Gov, at leaſt of our loving him in that 
perfect Degree that we might and ought z 
is too great an Attachment to the World, 
too deep an Immerſion and Engagement even 
in the lawful Buſinefs and Pleaſures of this 
Life. For, in this perpetual Diſtraction of 
our Minds, which cannot: duly attend to 
many th ngs. at once, the Thoughts of Gon 
do not frequently enough return, to keep his 
Love alive within us; our Retirements for 
Meditation and Devotion, are by this Means 


too 


[ 28 ] 


too ſeldom ; our Ideas of things ſpiritual and 
heavenly, and our Taſte and Reliſh for them, 
and Delight in them, (that certain Proof of 
a Mind ſet on Gon and the Things above) 
by the perpetual Intervention of other Mat: 


ters, gradually leſſen, grow faint, and are 


ready to vaniſh away. While we are cum 
bered about Many Things, we forget the 
better Part, the one Thing needful. Therefore 
the wiſe Man: —— --- that the corrupti- 
ble Body preſſeth down the Soul that mu- 
ſeth upon Mary Things“: and, the San af 
Sirach, that he that hath Little Buſineſs, ſhall 
become wiſe. Þ Buſineſs is neceſſary; and in- 
nocent Pleaſures are allowable: but every 
Thing is to be regarded in it's proper De- 
gree; and there are greater, far greater, 
Things than theſe. Religion is the main 
Thing: to fear Gop, and to keep his — 
mandments, This is the _— Duty of 
Man. e But, to make a Proficiency i in it, we 
muſt. be intent upon it, and allow it a due 
Proportion of our Time and Thoughts, as 
ſo worthy and important a Matter deſerves, 
We muſt have proper Times of Leifure and 
Recollection, wherein to diſcharge our Minds 
of worldly Thoughts, and to cevive and pu- 
 rify our Love towards Go p. 

2 Wich. „ b Eccluſ. 38, 24. © Baclef, 12, 13. 

| | en f AN D, 


E 
AND, among all the Occupations that 

employ Mankind, there is not perhaps any 
that more obſtructs the Progreſs of Religion 
and the Love of Gop, than a State of War ; 
however, many Times, juſt and neceffiry.”* 
But, eſpecially Civil War and Inteſtine Com- 
motions, as was ſufficiently feen in the'Times 
this Day leads back our Thoughts unto, 
break thro' all Obligations, Human, Social, 
and Divine; to Go p, our Governors, and 
one another. Juſtly therefore, among the 
other publick Bleflings, doth our church this 
Day return Thanks to Go p for the Reſto- 
ration of the national Peace and Tranquillity, 
after the former Confuſions which had ſo 
miſerably ſubverted Religion in this Land. 
But this leads me to mention another Hin- 
drunce of the Love of Go D, and rer the 
| u of all; N 15 


"+ A Sate of Pmpenitence,' and a Con ti- 
nuance in wilful, habitual Sin. This in the 
higheſt Degree quencheth the Spirit of di- 
vine Love. No Man can ſerve two Maſters : 3 
for, either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or elſe, he will hold to the one; 
and deſpiſe the other: : ye cannot ſerve Gop 


M4 


a See Dr. Goodman's Serious and Compaſſionate Inquiry Kc. 
Ed, by 42, Ke. | * 
1 and 


s ” 
acl Mammon. * Whoſoever committeth Sin; 
not thro ſudden ſurprize, or unavoidable In- 
firmity, but wilfully, habitually, preſump- 
tuouſly and impenitently; ſuch an one, is 
the Servant of Sin: b and while he is ſo, he 
cannot be the Servant of Go p, nor hath he 
the Love of Go p in him. If he Strives 
againſt his Sins; this is ſome Argument that 
the Fear at leaſt, if not the Love, of Gop, 
is not utterly extinct within him. If he pre- 
vails againſt his Sins, hereby his Love of 
Gop begins to appear more manifeſt. When 
he hath for/aken his Sins, and caſt away their 
Cords from him; when not only he, out+ 
ward Act. is forborn, but the inward Deſire, 
and even the involuntary Inclination to them, 
is mortified : when Obedience. to the Will of 
God is the governing Sway and Bent of his 
Mind; and he Doth it willingly, habitually, 
eaſily, chearfully: and more particularly, if 
he Suffers at any Time for the Sake of Gop 
and Religion: then he hath made great Ad- 
vances indeed, in the Love of — Then 
28 Cob is ready to ſay unto him, as the An- 
gel did to the holy and excellent Daniel, 
--- O Man, greatly beloved; e ſo, on the 
other Hand, he hath the Tamer of the 


e 6 vl | "© Van: e 
holy b 


[16] 
holy Setipture and of his own Conſcienoe, 
that he truly loveth Go p; becauſe he thus 
keeps, and OO. in, his W 


By + with the Ungodly it is not 3 he 
that continueth in Sin, eannot love Gov : 
for, what Fellowſhip hath Righteouftieſs with 
Unrighteouſneſs? and what Communion hat 
Light with Darkneſs? and what Concord 
hath Chriſt with Beka/? ---- Wherefore, 
come out from among them, and be ye ſe- 
parate, ſaith the Lord; and I will heed 
you, and be a Father unto you; and ye ſhall 
be my Sons and Daughters, faith the Lord 


Almighty. WL 


Turo ate fora of the principal Hin- 
| drances of our loving Go; and ſuch is the 
Nature of this great Duty, as is before briefly 
defcribed. I amy to ſhew now in the laſt 
Place, what Motrves and Obligations to the 
Performance of this Duty ariſe from the Re- 
membrance of thoſe great Things which 
Gov hath done for us, and which gare Oe= 
gr to the amel of T bis Day. | 


ITE. x hall -not enlarge upda the Eh 
of thoſe Times this Day refers to. It is ſuf- 


2 2 Cor. 6, 14, ge. | 
ficiently 


171 

ficiently known, how our ancient Govern- 
ment in Church and State was overturned ; 
our Liturgy aboliſhed ; our Univerfities un- 
fettled ;; the Honours of the Nobility wio- 
lated; and the Rights and Privileges of At 
loſt in Anarchy and Confufion. But, by the 

happy Reſtoration of the King to his juſt 
and undoubted Rights, the Government was 
re- inſtated on it's ancient Baſis; our Church 
and Liturgy re-eſtabliſhed: our Univerſities 
reſtored: the Honours of the Nobles cons 
firmed ; and the Rights and Liberties of Al) | 
placed upon the ancient W e 2. 

gal Conſtitution: br er 


LET us briefly ſee, whether } Each of 
theſe in particular; but All of 
them together, be not a mighty Obligation 


upon us, to the Duty we have heen wee | 
wanne _ Ke Gon. $91.30 Ger ON 


Moda" e fied b 5 in 
a ſignal Manner, Hir Work. And his Prov | 
vidence, without which not a Sparrow falls 
to the Ground, nor :a Hair ef our Head pe- 
riſheth;;/ is much rather to be obſerved: and 
acknowledged in great Revolutions, wherein 
the Fate of whole Kingdoms,” and: even of 
his on true Religion, is involved. To Him 
8 a there | 


[ 18 ] 


- 


e is Our Gratitude due, for it was His 
Hand n did it. 


ce 


IN th wy Place, * in general; $f; we 
8 the Wiſdom of our national Conſti- 
tution, and the Happineſs of a Legal Go- 
vernment, which All that underſtand it, ad- 
mire, both at home and abroad; as we ſhall 
think it our Duty to ſupport it as Friends, 
and reaſonably vindicate it againſt it's Ene- 
mies; ſo we ſhall be ſenſible how great and 
comprehenſive. a Bleſſing it was, whereby 
our Sacred and Civil Rights were thro' God's 
_ gracious Providence reſtored again to the 

n and . * 


TH E Nobles of the Realm, being reſtored 
hereby to their Part in the Legiſlature, of 
- which they had been unjuſtly deprived ; and 
to their other Legal Honours ; and conſider- 
ing, of how great and extenſive Influence 
the Example of ſuch high and honourable Per- 
ſons. uſually is; will not fail to ſhew their 
Gratitude to Gop, by a Regard to Him and 
his moſt holy Religion: eſteeming that to 
be, as indeed it is, their trueſt Nobility and 
Glory; and, to their Civil Honours which 
— an outward nnn n that 
| orig ile, en ue 


[19] 
Love for Go p and Goodneſs, hein adn 
an inward Wannen and Eſteem.” 


c ERTAINLY; the Univerſities of Englond 
have Cauſe to rejoice this Day, and to give 
Thanks unto Go p; when they remember, 
as they ought never to forget, how many of 
their learned and loyal Governours and other 
Members had been diſplaced, and what they 
had ſuffered in their Perſons and Fortunes: 
what Confuſions the Civil Wars had brought 
into theſe Seats of Religion and Learning; 
but what a bleſſed Change was introduced 
by the Reſtoration. Whereupon, thoſe for- 
mer Evils being removed; their interrupted 
Studies revived; their Privileges reſtored, con- 
firmed, and improved by many Inſtances, 
ſince thoſe Times, of Roy AlL and Other Be- 
nefactions and Favours y: let them ſhew their: 
Gratitude to Go p for theſe Bleſſings, by 
Ufng them to the Purpoſes for which He 
gave them; promoting G o p's Glory, by a 
religious Education of thoſe. committed to 
their Care; by a true Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding of his Word, and, both by Life 
and Doctrine, ſetting it forth and — it 
e 42 


{ 20 ] 

Bu T' eſpecially, the Church of England, 
reſtored to her primitive Epr/copal Govern- 
ment, and to the Uſe of her eſtabliſhed Li- 
turgy, is indebted to Go p's good Provi- 
dence for a Variety of Bleſſings, fit to be re- 
membered: by Her upon this Day. It re- 
mains, that All her Members ſhew their 
Thankfulneſs to Gop by a right Uſe of theſe 
Bleſſings ; the People, by not forſaking the 
aſſembling of themſelves together, as the 
Manner of ſome is; and the Clergy, more 
eſpecially, doing Honour to our Liturgy -by 
a conſtant and pious Uſe of it, according ta 
the preferibed Rules; making appear, both 
by a juſt Reading of it, which is an inſtructive 
Comment, and by an Exemplary Devotion, 
the manifold Advantages of well- conſidered 
Ser- Furmt of Publick Worſhip: at the ſame 
time, not deſerting any of her Eftabliſhed 
De#rines, much leſs falling back into the 
wild Opinions, Superſtitions, or Enthuſiaſm 

of e but holding faſt the Form 
of ſound Words, and, above all, adorning in 
their Loves thoſe Doctrines and that e 

yn Mgr Pens have fo. me Defendod. 


pat 2 Word, let All * Down * of dia ad 
ſhew their Thankfulneſs to 8 oD for theſe 
pyblick Mercies, by. living in the true F aith 


and 


[ 2x ] 


and Fear bf Go, in humble Obedience to 


one WN chene 


the King, and in Chriſtian e 1 


e this: let Da Alt ths eahbres, ow | 


cody? ſeveral. of the Hindruncer of the Love 
of Gor have, fince the Times this Annivers 
ſary. refers to, been happily Yemoved.” On 
Religion, whether conſidered: as:Chriſtian, 
Reformed, or as Eſtabliſhed, hath been hits 
ter explain'd, and more rationally. defended : 


The Holy Soriprures: more rudiciouſly and 


more conſiſtently interpreted: the Love of 
God, and the Love of ont another, in- 
eulcated as the firſt atid 
ments; And that without any Force and 
Violence upon tlie Conſoiences of others, in 


ſmaller Matters, in 1 a juſt 
ions 


and legal Tokeration. Groſs: 
of ſome obſcure; Prophecies, and inepr Alles 
gations of clearer Parts of Scripture, cammot 
be now, - as they formerly were with muck 
Reaſon, | 
_ ather Theological and Moral Writings 
Divines of the Church of Euglanu, habe been 
happily freed from the Faults of former 
Ages; and reduced to a juſt Propriety both 


of Matter and Stile; after the Pattern of 
my” beſt of the Anciant Chriſtian Writers, if 


indeed 


great Commands 


Mao Apron” The Sermons, and 


, # 
/ 
* ja q 
. 1 1 
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indeed they do not exceed it. And tho! Eu- 
thufiaſm, both in Principle Ant Practice, is 
ſaid ſtill to miſlead many; yet the Endea- 
vours of our Learned Prelates and Clergy 
have not been wanting, in Meekneſs to in- 
ſtruct well-meaning but leſs judicious Chriſ- 
tians, to enlighten their Underſtandings, and 


to direct their Zeal, to noch embracin 8 of 


ſounder Doctrine. 


Axp 405 in the Time of our Fore-fathers, 


5 Civil War, Which long obſtructed the 


Progreſs of Religion in this Land, happily 


ended in a national Peace, at the Reſtora- 


tion; ſo, the later Wars we have been en- 
gaged in with foreign Enemies, are, by His 
Majeſty's Wiſdom, concluded by a General 
Peace. Let us improve this Opportunity, to 
the Advancement of our Religion at home, 
and to the Extending it together with our 
Commerce and New Acquiſitions abroad ; 


until the Earth be full of whe Knowledge of | 


the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. 
Many amongſt us, it muſt be:confeſs'd, are 
ſtill too much cumbered about the Affairs 


and Buſineſs of Life: Luxury and Senſuality 
together with our Riches abound: too many 
are lovers of Pleaſures more than lovers of 


a Ifai.. 11,9. 
GOD: 


L281 


Go o: ads 8 inſenfible of cheir dans 
gerous State, continuing in their Sins with- 
out Repentance: which, as I befbre obſer- 
ved, are Things inconſiſtent with the Love 
of Gop. And they are therefore fit for every 
Man to conſider, for himſelf; and as he 
finds Occaſion, to amend; giving Glory to 
Go p, and returning to Him in all dutiful 
Obedience, left: His Mercies and Goodneſs, 
which ſhould. lead us to Repentance, prove 


the , eee of an ie W 
in the End. a0 29 


F 
4 . 


. Non ben * about a farther Improve 
ment in our Religion at any Time with more 
Advantage, than under the Government and 
Example of our preſent Moſt Gracious 8 o 
VEREIN. He preſerves to us our legal Con- 
ſtitution in Church and State, as Reſtored, and 
Improved, under His Royal Predeceſſors. He 
has given eminent Inſtances of his Care for 
publick Juices and for the Integrity of thoſe; 
to whom is committed the Adminiſtration of 
it; a Happineſs; not always enjoyed in ſome 
of the former Times we have been conſider- 
ing: He ſhews on all Occaſions a great Re- 
gard for Religian; for the Suppreſſion of 
Immorality, Gaming, and unlawful Meetings 
for n Diverſions: He encourageth in 


his 


; 
5 
3 
[ 


1 


his Clergy à fice and ſincere: 8 = 


the Doctrines of theit great Maſter Chri# 
Feſus, without flattery and without fear: and 
by bis awe pious and prudent Example, he 

ſtrengthens all his Laws. Happy are the 
People who: are in ſuch a Caſe l who have 
ſuch a ſupreme GovERNOUR,. that they may 
juſtly think, that one Inſtance of their Fear 
and Love of Goip: (the Duty I would all 


along ne is that An . 


10 1 Whole is wiſe, wilb, * 
der theſe Things, theſe great and national 
Bleflings ; and they ſhall underſtand the lov- 
ing Kindneſs of the Lord. They ſhalt un- 
derſtand, that Gon ruleth over all; that his 
Mercies are over all his Works; that he 
puniſheth us leſs than out Iniquities deſerve'; 
that in all our: Dangers. we ſhould: turn to 
him with true Repentance, and with a: full 
Truſt. in his Mercy; that he who hath given 
us ſuch a: Deliverance as this, and Others 
both before: and ſince that: Time, will till 
deliver us. O that: Men would: therefore 
praiſe: the: Lord for his -Goodneſs;;. and de- 
clare: the Wonders tliat hei dotiv fur the Chil- 
dren: of Men that they would ſhewi forth 


his Praiſc;. not only with their Lips, but in 
5 2 W to his 


Service, 


WES * 


Service; and by walking before him in; Ho- 
lineſs and Righteouſneſs all their Hays. Bar, 
this ĩs the Love: ef Go b, thatywe keep his 
Commandments. To this let 49: turn: our 
Zeal; which was; wont to, be employed by 
Chriſtians, in theſe weightier Matters; the 
Love of Go p, and the Love of one another, 
and in the keeping Gop's righteous Judg- 


ments. 


Ax p no Diftance of Time ſhould occa- 
ſion theſe Things to be forgotten by Us: as 
Joſbua, a long Time after that the Lord had 
given Reſt unto his People, ſtill thought fit 
to ſtir up anew / in then, a Senſe of Gratitude 
and Obedience to Go p. 


Box, if it ſeem Evil to you to ſerve the 

Lord, and to acknowledge his Providence 
over us; chuſe ye, this Day, whether you 
will aſcribe your paſt Deliverances to Fate, 
or Chance, or human Policy; and whether 
in your future Dangers, you will rely upon 
the Arm of Fleſh. --- Rather, let all that 
partake of theſe Bleſſings, and wiſh well to 
our Zion, reſolve and fay --- Nay, but we 
will love and ſerve the Lord; confidering 
how great Things he hath done for us. 
"NOS. as the A teacheth us to 


= pray, 
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Here to yourſelves,” that ye 
the Lord yo. Gop ! e 
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Advertiſement. 
« Tho Neceſſity, and Means, of Reli- 
* Knowledge, A Sermon preached before 
the n of Oxford. 
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